BRITANNIA SQUARE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the Britannia Square Residents’ Association 
held at
the United Reformed Church, Albany Terrace, Worcester
at
7.30 pm on Friday 8 November 2024


1. Welcome and opening remarks

John Ball welcomed everyone, particularly new residents, Rob & Nadene Costello and Jim & Lynn Gale, and also our guests, Helen Cameron from Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS), County Councillor Simon Geraghty, City Councillors Lynn Denham and Adam Scott and Lisa Smith, Community Engagement Officer, Worcester City Council. John expressed his thanks to the United Reformed Church for the use of their building for our meeting and to our guests for their support of our activities. He then asked for a moment of reflection to mark the passing during the past year of Simon Humphryes, of 7BS, and Vanessa Terry of 14AT, both long-standing residents and members of the Association. John also mentioned Michael Hudson, a former Committee member, who had moved from 45BS to Colchester earlier in the year to be nearer his family.

2. Attendance

2.1 Apologies were received from:

Members: Ruth Bader, Alan Beechey, Marinda & Rory Cobb, Martin & Mel Cooper, Patrick Eckersley, Jon & Susanna French, Michael Goode, Julia & Robert Holdsworth, John & Liz Prosser, Ian & Lucy Stevens.
Non-members: Richard Elwell & Sarah Fernihough. 

2.2 Those present were:

Committee members: John Ball, Ella Blankstone, Ann Cowper, Robin Dallaway, Carol Inman, Nicky Neville-Lee and Tracy Scott. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other members: Nic Aston, Emma Banaghan, Rob & Nadene Costello, Claire Dallaway, Virginie Eckersley, Jan Enthoven, Corinne Flannigan, Colin & Jill Friedlander, Jim & Lynn Gale, Ann & Nick Gilbert, Jenny Goode, Anna & Toby Hooper, Sylvie Humphryes, Stephen Inman, Angela Lanyon, Susie Lawrence, Ed & Sue Llewellyn, Gareth Olden & Tom Bathurst, Jenny & Stephen Preedy, Lindsay Read, Adele & Chris Rimell, Mark Scott, Ian Terry, Emily Walsh and Gill Yates.

In attendance:  Helen Cameron, County Cllr Simon Geraghty, City Councillors Lynn Denham & Adam Scott and Lisa Smith. 

3. Minutes

The minutes of the last AGM, held on 10 November 2023, were approved. 

4. Election of Committee for 2024/5

The Association’s Committee consists of a maximum of seven elected members and three co-opted members.  The four elected members all stood for re-election:

John Ball
Carol Inman - Secretary
Nicky Neville-Lee
Tracy Scott - Treasurer

The above members were proposed, seconded and re-elected unopposed.  




Ella Blankstone and Ann Cowper each expressed their willingness to continue to serve as co-opted members. Also, Robin Dallaway had agreed to continue as a co-opted member to assist with the website and newsletter.

The Committee is most grateful for their continued support.

Any resident wishing to join the Committee was invited to approach a Committee Member after the meeting and attend as a guest at our next meeting on Wednesday 13 November.

5.  Committee Members’ Reports

Copies of the Committee Members’ reports and minutes are published on our website: www.britanniasquare.org.  Please find the event on the calendar and click through to see the documents or click on Residents’ Area in the header and select Document Library.

Additional and significant matters are noted below.

5.1. Secretary’s Report 

5.1.1 Events 

Carol Inman reported that the Association had been able to hold all of its regular events during the past year, starting with the Christmas Carols Party in December.

The Street Clean, supported by Worcester City Council, had taken place in May. Given the wet weather over the summer, many of the weeds had regrown so residents were encouraged to maintain their frontages in good condition all year round and not just at the time of the annual street clean. Reference was also made to the “Kerb Appeal” article in the recent BSRA Newsletter.

Carol added that the Summer Party, held on 9 June in the grounds of RGS Springfield, had been well-attended despite the cool weather.

5.1.2 Highways & Lighting

Cllr Geraghty gave an update on the resurfacing of Albany Terrace which had been scheduled for October but had not taken place. He explained that this was due to Cadent informing the County Council that they also had work planned for the area. The resurfacing had been re-scheduled for February/March 2025 but was subject to change depending on the timing of Cadent’s work.

Carol confirmed that the dips in Hebb Street (at the side of the Golden Gourmet) were being monitored by the County Council and would be repaired in due course.

5.1.3 Neighbourhood Watch (NW)

The NW scheme continued to operate, mainly using WhatsApp messaging. Carol mentioned that theft from vehicles parked in the area was an on-going problem so residents were reminded to always lock their car and remove any valuables. 

5.1.4 Planning Applications

Carol explained the Committee’s active role in reviewing and commenting on planning applications both within the Conservation Area and in adjacent areas which would affect residents.
Members were reminded to make use of the Council’s website to inspect plans and make comments.

There had been fewer applications in the past year compared with previous years, possibly due to fewer new arrivals in the area. The application to extend the Albany House surgery into 45a BS had been refused on highway grounds.





5.2. Financial Report

John Ball reported that BSRA had not been asked for a contribution to the City Council’s Gull Prevention programme this summer. The invoice covering work carried out in summer 2023 had now been paid.

The accounts for 2023/24 were subsequently approved by the meeting. The sole sponsor of the website is now Fisher German. We are extremely grateful for their ongoing support.

5.3. Wine Club Report

John Ball presented the Wine Club’s report and commented that two events had been held in the past year. The first, in March, had been a tasting of supermarket wines chosen by the Wine Club committee. The second, the Summer Party in July, was relocated from the Prossers’ garden to 50BS.  Surplus funds from the first event had been donated to the Red Nose appeal and from the second to the appeal seeking to fund a defibrillator for the exterior of the URC in Albany Terrace. 

Anyone with an interest in wine was invited to contact John to be added to the mailing list for future events.  

6.   Any other business

	Ann Cowper thanked residents who had already returned their survey on EV on-street charging. She added that she was still happy to receive completed surveys and had spare copies available if required.

Nicky Neville-Lee reminded residents about the Maggs Christmas appeal. The Coffee Morning scheduled for 10 November had been cancelled as covered shoe-boxes were not required this year but donations of the items listed on reverse of the AGM flyer could still be made to Liz Prosser at 32AT. Cash donations were also welcome.

Angela Lanyon commented that she was experiencing issues with her BT landline and enquired whether other AT residents had similar problems.

John Ball reminded residents that Angela’s latest book “Random Rhymes” was available to purchase after the meeting. He added that a selection of Angela’s verses was available on the BSRA website.



*************************************************


Following the meeting, Helen Cameron gave an informative talk about noise control, particularly in relation to events held on Pitchcroft.


Finally, a “BSRA Question Time” was held to enable residents to put questions on local issues to local councillors. The Panel comprised City Cllrs Lynn Denham & Adam Scott and County Cllr Simon Geraghty.

Areas covered included traffic flow through Worcester (particularly Castle Street/The Tything), cycling on pavements and through the City Centre pedestrian zone, pavement parking, 20 mph zones, bus services/Park & Ride, BSRA’s annual street clean, flooding and potential changes to Planning Policies relating to the area bordering the Square to the City side.
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